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probably be done (if such writings shall be thought to deserve any other
refutation than that of criminal fasticc) by others, who may think with
Mr. Burke and with the same zeal."
In the first place, it has not yet been clone by anybody. Not less, I be-
lieve, than eight or ten pamphlets intended as answers to the former part
of the Rights of Man have been published by different persons, and not
one of them to my knowledge has extended to a second edition, nor are
even the titles of them so much as generally remembered. As T am averse
to unnecessarily multiplying publications, T have answered none of them.
And as I believe that a man may write himself out of reputation when
nobody else can do it, I am careful to avoid that rock.
But as I would decline unnecessary publications on the one hand, so
'would I avoid everything that might appear like sullen pride on the other.
If Mr. Burke, or any person on his side the question, will produce an
answer to the Rights of Man that shall extend to a half, or even to a
fourth part of the number of copies to which the flights of Man extended,
I will reply to his work. But until this be done, I shall so far take the
sense of the public for my guide (and the world knows I vim not a flat-
terer) that what they do not think worth while to read, is not worth mine
to answer. I suppose the number of copies to which the first part of the
Rights of Man extended, taking England, Scotland, and Ireland, is not
less than between forty and fifty thousand.
I now come to remark on the remaining part of the quotation I have
made from Mr. Burke.
"If," says he, "such writing shall be thought to deserve any other
refutation than that of criminal justice."
Pardoning the pun, it must be criminal justice indeed that should con-
demn a work as a substitute for not being able to refute it. The greatest
condemnation that could be passed upon it would be a refutation. But in
proceeding by the method Mr. Burke alludes to, the condemnation would,
in the final event, pass upon the criminality of the process and not upon
the work, and in this case, I had rather be the author, than be either the
judge or the jury that should condemn it.
But to come at once to the point. I have differed from some profes-
sional gentlemen on the subject of prosecutions, and I since find they
are falling into my opinion, which I will here state as fully, but as con-
cisely as I can.
I will first put a case with respect to any law, and then compare it with
a Government, or with what in England is, or has been, called a Constitu-
tion.